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Required Materials

Printed Bible (ESV or NKJV recommended)
Computer or Tablet
Exploring Heavenly Places Volume 7: Discernment Encyclopedia

https://verses.life/tms/



Welcome and Introduction

There is no set agenda, we are striving to do what the Father is doing. The
Lord may interrupt the teaching at any time

Tell me when you sense something (See, hear taste, smell and/or feel)
Keep track of what you are discerning, and where you feel it
You must complete this Level 1 course before advancing to Level 2

Electronic copies of notes will be provided



Meeting Guidelines

Use the 66 books of the Holy Bible and no other written material as the final
test of truth.

God is in charge of every meeting. Matthew 6:10 states: “Your kingdom come
your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven.”

Submit all supernatural questions and requests to the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit
Don’t ask evil any questions or for information, instead ask God.

Don’t be afraid of discernment, and don’t call discerning evil an attack



A few more meeting guidelines

If you have a prophetic word, do not declare it, instead submit it for testing
by the group.

Be aware that prophecies should edify and exhort, not be burdens
If you receive a tongue, wait for a translation
Meetings will be overseen by a facilitator

Ask permission before laying hands on or giving someone a prophetic
word.

Do not assume someone is participating in evil if you discern evil around
them



Why We Need Discernment

The Collapse of the Biblical Worldview
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Living in Radical Obedience to the Father

What is the purpose of discernment? To do what the Father is doing.

Scripture References for Discernment: John 5:19, John 5:30, John 6:38, John
8:28, John 12:49, Mt 26:39; 5:30; 6:38; 7:16, 28; 8:16, 26-42; 10:18, 30, 36-
38;11:51; 12:49-50; 14:9-10, 24, 31; 15:9-10; 16:13-15

But how do we know what the Father is Doing?



Inquiring of the Lord

% What does “inquire” mean! Hebrew $a’al mentioned 176 times in the Old Testament

In its Old Testament usage sa’al signifies “to ask” something of someone, whether the
request be an asking for some physical object (Ex 3:22) or for some information, (Gen
32:17 [H 18]) or whether it be in the form of a demand for another’s death (Job 31:30),
the demand made by a superior upon an inferior (Job 38:3), or the begging petition of a
suppliant (Prov 20:4). It may denote asking a favor for temporary use (Ex 22:14 [H 13]), or

in a weakened sense, “to seek, desire” (Eccl 2:10). ! Harris, R. L., Archer, G. L., Jr, & Waltke, B.

K. (Eds.). (1999). Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (electronic ed., p. 891). Chicago: Moody
Press.



https://ref.ly/logosres/twot?ref=Page.p+891&off=2727&ctx=+Ezr+5:9%E2%80%9310;+7:21).
~In+its+ot+usage+s%CC%8Ca%CC%84

Inquiring of the Lord

saal is also used to signify a request for something, and frequently this too is
directed to God. Thus Ps 122:6 admonishes us to “pray for the peace of
Jerusalem,” and Isa 7:11 shows the prophet challenging wicked Ahaz, “Ask thee a
sign of the Lord.” Among the items mentioned in the ot as things which God has
been asked for we find: understanding, life, a king, a child for the barren, rain, and
in Isa 58:2, “the ordinances of justice.” Thus, men and women not only “ask”
(Sa’al) God for guidance (above), but they are seen in the o1 as beseeching him

through prayer and through a prophet for the needs and issues of life.
1Harris, R. L., Archer, G. L., Jr, & Waltke, B. K. (Eds.). (1999). Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament (electronic ed., p. 891).

Chicago: Moody Press.



https://ref.ly/logosres/twot?ref=Page.p+891&off=2727&ctx=+Ezr+5:9%E2%80%9310;+7:21).
~In+its+ot+usage+s%CC%8Ca%CC%84

Scriptures about Inquiring of the Lord

1 Chronicles 14:10 And David inquired of God, saying, “Shall I go up against the
Philistines! Will You deliver them into my hand?” The LORD said to him, “Go
up, for [ will deliver them into your hand

1 Chronicles 14:13-17 Then the Philistines once again made a raid on the valley.
14 Therefore David inquired again of God, and God said to him, “You shall not
go up after them; circle around them and come upon them in front of the
mulberry trees. 1> And it shall be, when you hear a sound of marching in the tops
of the mulberry trees, then you shall go out to battle, for God has gone out before
you to strike the camp of the Philistines.” © So David did as God commanded
him, and they drove back the army of the Philistines from Gibeon as far as Gezer.
7 Then the fame of David went out into all lands, and the LORD brought the fear
of him upon all nations.



Scriptures

Joshua 9:14-15 Then the men of Israel took some of their provisions; but
they did not ask counsel of the LoRD. °> So Joshua made peace with them,
and made a covenant with them to let them live; and the rulers of the
congregation swore to them.

[saiah 30:1-2 “Woe to the rebellious children,” says the LoRD, “Who take
counsel, but not of Me, And who devise plans, but not of My Spirit, That
they may add sin to sin; Who walk to go down to Egypt, And have not
asked My advice, To strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh,
And to trust in the shadow of Egypt!



More Scriptural Evidence

Jeremiah 23:16 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of
the prophets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; They speak a
vision of their own heart, Not from the mouth of the LORD.”

How do we inquire of Lord?



Urim and Thummim
First discerned May 2014

The High Priest

€3 Breastplate and
Urim and Thummim:
The gold breastplate
of judgment hung
from chains of pure
gold; twisted like
cords. In the
breastplate were the
Unm and Thumim.




Urim and Thummim

(227X, urim;, 2°0A, tumim). Objects kept in the breastpiece of the High Priest and
used to discern the will of God.

The Urim and Thummim are mentioned in the Old Testament but never
described, so their exact nature is unclear. Descriptions of Aaron’s vestments place
the Urim and Thummim inside the “breastpiece of judgment” which Aaron wears
over the ephod, so they must have been fairly small (Exod 28:30; Lev 8:8). They were
likely a pair of objects, but since the words Urim and Thummim are both plural in

form, it is possible that there were more than two objects.
2.Klippenstein, R. (2016). Urim and Thummim. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, D.

Mangum, C. Sinclair Wolcott, ... W. Widder (Eds.), 7The Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.



https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Urim+and+Thummim&off=1266

Urim and Thummim

Other passages indicate that the High Priest was to use the Urim and
Thummim to discern the will of God (Num 27:21; 1 Sam 28:6; Ezra 2:63).
None of these passages describe how they were to be used for this purpose, but
it is often taken to involve some form of casting lots, which would qualify this
as a form of divination. Some speculations include the following (Milgrom,

Leviticus 1-16):

2. Klippenstein, R. (2016). Urim and Thummim. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D.
R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, D. Mangum, C. Sinclair Wolcott, ... W. Widder (Eds.),
The Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press.



https://ref.ly/logosres/lbd?hw=Urim+and+Thummim&off=1266




